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After a soggy spring, both sides 


of Falls were awash in sewage 


Heavy rain strained 
wastewater systems 


By T.J. PIGNATARO 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


An estimated 800 million gallons 
of untreated sewage and stormwa- 
ter has flowed into the Niagara Riv- 
er from the American and Canadian 
sides so far this year, eight times more 
than last year. 

It’s enough to pour over the Horse- 
shoe Falls for 20 minutes. 

The American side accounts for 
about three-quarters of the sewage 
and overflow, according to discharge 
data The Buffalo News reviewed. 

But most of the time, neither side’s 
wastewater system can handle an 
inch of daily rainfall without over- 
flows into the river. 

“This is a common problem for 
both sides — the pollution. We got it, 
too,” said Jim Silverthorn, a retired 
Ontario Hydro employee whose regu- 
lar walks take him near the Niagara 
Falls, Ont., outfalls. 

Why so much this year? The rainy 
months of April and May accounted 
for almost 60 percent of this year’s 
overflows. 

A dark, smelly release of effluent 
from a U.S. outfall at the base of the 


Paladino 
donations 


show shift 


on mayor 


Once a backer of his foes, says 
Brown has ‘come along way’ 


By SUSAN SCHULMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Carl P. Paladino, his family and his compa- 
nies contributed more than $1.3 million to fa- 
vored candidates and political organizations 
over the past 12 years. 

Very little went to Buffalo Mayor Byron W. 
Brown, until this year. 

Paladino’s son and one of the Paladino de- 
velopment companies gave Brown a total of 
$4,000 during 2017. 

Compared to the $105,675 in total contri- 
butions the Paladinos and their companies 
made this campaign season, that’s not a huge 
amount. 

But it was the largest Paladino contribution 
to any New York state or local candidate this 
campaign season. 

And considering prior Paladino contribu- 
tions to Brown during the Democratic mayor’s 
three terms were limited to $600 donated al- 
most five years ago, the $4,000 takes on bigger 
meaning. 


See Sewage on Page A13 Carl Paladino, after all, helped finance 
Brown’s opponents in 2005 and 2009. 

“He’s come a long way,” Paladino said of 
F alls sewage overflows Brown when asked about the campaign con- 
(in gallons) from USA, Canada tributions. “I’ve come to respect him. He’s got- 
The American side ten rid of some onerous people around him 
of Niagara Falls and has gotten some competent people. They 
Jocounts foraboit 606,429,410 are good public servants. They are more busi- 
three-quarters ness-friendly. They are running a good gov- 


ernment. 


of the reported “We are supporting him,” Paladino added. 
sewage and waste- “ . : . » 
water discharge 191,283,912 We will continue to help him get elected. 
volumes into the Brown didn’t have much to say about the 
Niagara River. TETA See Contributions on Page A15 
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Source: NYS Sewage Right-To-Know Law (through 
Oct. 31, 2017) and the Niagara Region, Ont. Quarterly 
Wastewater Reports (ending Sept. 30, 2017). 
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Black, odorous sewage was discharged into the lower Niagara River between the Maid of 
the Mist landing and the Rainbow Bridge on Oct. 9. 


From first to last: The babies of Childrens 


2 births stand as bookends 
to closed hospital's history 


By Maki BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Dezshina Scott’s doctor told her Thurs- 
day morning that although her due date 
was in two days, it didn’t look like she would 
deliver her baby until the next week. 

The doctor said to plan on going to the 
new John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital. 

Her baby had other plans. 

At about 10:30 p.m. Thursday, Scott 


Buffalo News file photo 
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Right, Barbara Ellis, and left, Dezshina Scott, hold 


their sons, who were the first and last babies to be 


hour, her contractions were two to three 
minutes apart. 

Her family rushed her to Women & Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, where she would become a 
part of the 125-year-old Buffalo institution’s 
history. 

On Friday, the gleaming Oishei Chil- 
dren’s Hospital opened its doors to patients 
on the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus. 

On the same day, all 125 patients from 
the old hospital in the Elmwood Village 
were transported one by one via ambu- 
lance to the new hospital in a meticulous- 
ly orchestrated undertaking. In the mean- 


GOP tax plans 
put charities, 
colleges at risk 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - Republicans in Congress 
hope to make business boom by cutting the 
corporate tax rate 43 percent. 

Yet from Buffalo’s suburbs to its burgeon- 
ing downtown, from the halls of its charities to 
those of its biggest university, people think the 
GOP tax plans could do grave damage to the 
businesses and institutions they serve. 

Local realtors worry that the plan to slash 
the state and local tax credit will knock the life 
out of the housing market. 

Development experts worry that the loss of 
lucrative tax credits could put a crimp in Buf- 
falo’s building boom. 

Executives at local nonprofit groups think 
the tax plans include an unintended incentive 
to give less to charity. 


woke up in great discomfort. Within an born atthe now-closed Children’s Hospital. See Children’s on Page A6 See Tax plans on Page A11 
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= TOPS Premium Turkey 
“Tender, Moist and Delicious with All 
‘Nature Flavoring, Frozen, Grade A 
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